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Principal’s message 
  

Welcome to the 2014-2015 school year! We have several new faculty members who have 

helped us get the school year off to a great start.  We welcome Ms. Valenti and Mrs. Lex in 

the English department, Mr. Manning in special education and Ms. Kluesner in the science 

department; Mrs. Connolly and Ms. Fortmann have also joined us as new paraprofessionals.  
 

We are thrilled to open the school year with a new main office, a newly located counseling  

office and a beautiful auditorium, band, and vocal music room.  The construction process 

went very smoothly, and we look forward to using these great spaces this year.  
 

We also have had two presentations on the trimester schedule concept in late August and 

early September.  We have postponed the school board vote on this topic until January or 

later next spring.  You may find the presentation on our Western Dubuque High School 

website. I will continue to update you this fall on this process.  Also, we will continually 

update our crisis intervention plans with the Dubuque County Sheriff’s office and local law 

enforcement.  We presented a PowerPoint presentation to our students, and that also can be 

found on the WDHS website.   
 

A special thanks to Mrs. Kratochwill-Jones and the students in the Creative Writing and 

Journalistic Publications course for creating the Bobcat Bulletins. I want to thank them for 

their work and look forward to their publications this year.  

   

Dave Hoeger, Principal 

Dave Hoeger 

Principal 

Jacob Feldmann 

Assistant Principal  

This newsletter is also accessible through our website at: www.wdhs.wdbqschools.org. 
 

If you are getting this newsletter in the US mail and would prefer a digital copy sent to your 

email, please contact Laura Hoerner at Laura.Hoerner@wdbqschools.org or call her at 563-

876-3442 ext. 3001.   

Parent/Teacher conferences will be held from 4:30-8:00 

p.m. on Nov. 4 and Nov. 6 in the main gymnasium. 

There will be no early releases on the conference days, 

and there will be no school on Friday. First quarter re-

port cards will be handed out during parent/teacher con-

ferences. We look forward to seeing everyone there!    

Upcoming parent/teacher conferences 

http://www.wdhs.wdbqschools.org
mailto:laura.hoerner@wdbqschools.org
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Yearbook information  
 

BY BEN RESSLER, YEARBOOK ADVISOR   
 
 

ATTENTION SENIORS: Senior portraits are due to Mr. Ressler 

by Dec. 19. Contact your photographer and have him or her email a 

copy to Mr. Ressler (ben.ressler@wdbqschools.org).  If you are una-

ble to get ahold of your photographer, you can bring in a wallet of 

your portrait as a last resort. 
 

BOOKS FOR SALE: The 2015 yearbooks are on sale for $57. 

March is your last chance to order a 2015 yearbook.  We order the 

exact number of books purchased, so don’t miss out!  This year’s 

book will be loaded with over 2,500 photos and captions. The book’s 

theme this year is “Bobcat Strong” and will be sure to be a great 

purchase. Bring a $57 check to Alice in the Activities Office to re-

serve your copy today.   
 

2014 BOOKS ARE IN! Yearbooks are in and are waiting to be 

picked up! If your student still has not brought home his or her 2013-

2014 yearbook, chances are he or she has not yet picked it up. These 

books were purchased last year and are hot off the press. Students or 

parents can pick up the yearbooks in the main office anytime.   

Mole Day 

BY JERRY ROSS, CHEMISTRY INSTRUC-

TOR  

National Mole Day is celebrated 

annually from 6:02 a.m. to 6:02 p.m. 

on Oct. 23. Mole Day commemo-

rates Avogadro’s number (6.02 x 

1023), which is a basic measuring unit in chemistry. As 12 is a doz-

en things, a mole is 6.02 x 1023 things. Mole Day was created as a 

way to foster interest in chemistry. Schools throughout the United 

States and around the world celebrate Mole Day with various activi-

ties related to chemistry and/or moles. 

Western Dubuque students will celebrate on Oct. 23 and 24. Stu-

dents will research the National Mole Day Federation Web page 

(www.moleday.org) and bring mole-related treats, or anything they 

can relate to the mole to celebrate Mole Day. See your resident 

chemistry student for more information on Mole Day. 

 

Let us do the 

cooking! 

BY LIZA WALKE-POLLITT, 

FOODS INSTRUCTOR  

Ms. Walke –Pollitt and her 

Foods 3 students will once 

again be available to meet 

all of your baking needs. 

Too tired after work? Out 

of ideas? Just don’t enjoy being in the kitchen? Then leave 

the cooking to us! We will be prepping and freezing a wide 

variety of items, ranging from cookies and waffles to cof-

fee cakes and breads, to be sold to you—our Bobcat Sup-

porters. Entrées will be available for the 2014-2015 school 

year as well. We will be holding on to our favorites from 

last year, as well as adding many new tasty treats this year. 

Our offerings will change with the season, so please check 

back often once we get up and running. 

You can go to our Take and Bake link, which is www.west

-dubakery.weebly.com 

You can also find our link on the Western Dubuque High 

School website: www.wdhs.wdbqschools.org 

Additionally, we will be advertising at our local business-

es. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to con-

tact Ms. Walke-Pollitt at 563-876-3442 ext. 3065. We look 

forward to serving you!  

 

 

 

 

 

Order and Pick up dates are as follows: 

Order by Sept. 24 for pick up on Oct. 8 

Order Oct. 22 for pick up on Nov. 5 

Order by Nov. 19 for pick up on Dec. 3 

Order by Dec. 10 for pick up on Dec. 17 

All orders can be picked up from 3:10-4:30 p.m. in room 

105 @ WDHS. If you cannot make that time, arrange-

ments can be made. 

Again, we look forward to serving you!   

-The West-DuBakery Team 

http://west-dubakery.weebly.com/
http://west-dubakery.weebly.com/
http://wdhs.wdbqschools.org/
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Kicking off the season right 

BY GRACE PUTZ 

Western Dubuque Bobcats started their season right with a win against Beckman. Head coach of the varsity football team, Justin 

Penner, was the assistant coach for Beckman in 2003 and 2004. This is his first year coaching at Western Dubuque.  When asked 

what his favorite part of coaching is, he said, “The opportunity to make an impact on as many lives as possible.”  His goal for the 

team is to be disciplined and accountable on and off the field. He believes that if the players can focus and pay attention to detail, it 

will allow them to be extremely competitive. After being asked who their biggest competitor is, Penner said, “We are our biggest 

opponents.” His returning letter winners for the season are Shane Bouska (12), Josh Hlubek (12), Nolan Baumhover (12), Bryce 

McAndrew (12), Luke Pothoff (12), Andrew Meyer (12) and Ben Burds (12). 

John Nikol, industrial technology teacher at Western Dubuque, has been teaching and coaching here since 2002. This year he was 

selected as the new freshman head coach. He played football in high school for Western Dubuque and received a minor in coaching 

in college. When asked how he thought the season is going, he said, “We have our ups and downs. Every game is tough, and we 

need to become more consistent.” His main goal for the season is to help develop the freshman and get them ready for the next 

level of football. 

This year’s varsity squad is off to a great start.  Pictured left to right, top row: Jordan Perry (12), Cory Wernimont (11), 

Lincoln Demmer (12), Grant Kramer (12), Alex Merten (11), Graham Vaughan (11), Zach Funke (11) and Andrew 

Oberbroeckling (12).  2nd row: Hunter Specht (11), Jake Westhoff (11), Keaton Deutmeyer (11), Royce Demmer (12), 

Tyler Johnson (12), Chaz Bergfeld (11) and Nolan Baumhover (12). 3rd row:  Coach Justin Penner, Brock Nemmers 

(11), Spencer McDermott (11), Mitchell Kramer (11), Bryce McAndrew (12), Matt Simon (11), Tyler Simon (11) and 

Coach Gerald Ross. 4th row: Andrew Meyer (12), Ryan Yoder (12), Dylan McClain (12), Shane Bouska (12), Reid 

Hoefler (11), McKade Bockenstedt (12) and Josh Hlubek (12).  Bottom row: Jason Kauffmann (12), Alex Wernimont 

(12), Brandon Hogan (12), Luke Pothoff (12), Ben Burds (12), Matt Hess (12) and Dylan Hoefler (12). 

2014 cross country preview 

BY ALEX DEUTMEYER 

Western Dubuque High School cross country team has been running throughout the summer. Finally, the hard work paid off, espe-

cially for senior Alex Behnke. Behnke placed eighth among 119 other placing athletes at the Hickory Grove Golf Course. Behnke 

had a final time of 17:27, his second career best. His placing contributed to a team placing of fifth; there were 18 other schools who 

attended the meet. 

“Out of all the runners, we all look up to Alex,” said teammate Evan Ellis (10). “We are really looking forward to the season this 

year. We have new runners with potential,” says Nathan Betts (10). Most of the athletes participating in cross country this year were 

coming to the runs during the summer in order to prepare for the upcoming season. By running, working out and improving their 

endurance, the team is making their way to the top.  
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An interview with Mr. Manning  
INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY KELLI DENLINGER 
 

Where did you go to college? University of Dubuque 

What’s one thing you like about WD? I like a lot about WD, but, most importantly, 

it would have to be the school’s atmosphere and everyone here. 

What is your favorite subject? My favorite subject would have to be English.  

What are your hobbies? I really enjoy playing sports and being outdoors. 

How long have you been teaching? This is my first year teaching. 

An interview with Ms. Kluesner  
INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY KELLI DENLINGER 
 

What made you want to become a teacher?  I had two teachers in school that influ-

enced me a lot.  
 

Where did you go to college? Loras. Go Duhawks! 
 

What do you teach? Biology and Environmental Science 
 

What are your hobbies? I really enjoy volleyball, reading and running. 
 

What three words would you use to describe yourself? Hardworking, competitive 

and compassionate 
 

What do you like most about being a teacher? The instant gratification of seeing 

students learn every day and finally understanding the material.  

Bobcat family welcomes Ms. Lex  

INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY MORGAN HEFEL 

Where did you go to college? UW-Oshkosh 

What’s one thing you like about WD? The atmosphere, students and staff  

What are your hobbies? Watching kids and baking 

What is your favorite subject? English 

How long have you been teaching? 11 years  

What made you decide to become a teacher? An inspiring high school teacher I had 

Bobcat family welcomes Ms.Valenti  

INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY MORGAN HEFEL 

Where did you go to college? Loras 

What’s one thing you like about WD? Students, staff and the school spirit 

How many years have you been teaching? Three years  

What are your hobbies? Crocheting, reading, writing, walks on the river walk, roller

-skating and photography                                                 

What made you decide to become a teacher? The interesting atmosphere and being 

able to learn something new everyday 

PHOTOGRAPH BY KELLI DENLINGER 

PHOTOGRAPH BY KELLI DENLINGER 

PHOTOGRAPH BY KELLI DENLINGER 

PHOTOGRAPH BY KELLI DENLINGER 



College reps at WDHS 

Below is a list of college reps coming to 

WDHS, as of the date of printing.  More 

will be added as we receive the notices. 

During  Bobcat Time, 1:20-1:44 p.m. 

Oct. 1  Clarke 

Oct. 2 Western Illinois  

Oct. 6 UW-Platteville 

Oct. 8 UNI 

Oct. 13 NICC 

Oct. 14 Mount Mercy 

Oct. 15 Bradley University 

Oct. 16  Iowa Central College 

Oct. 23 Buena Vista 

Oct. 24 Coe College 

Oct. 27 Hawkeye Community College 

Oct. 29 Drake University 

Oct. 30 St. Ambrose 

Oct. 31 Iowa State 

Nov. 10 Central College 

Nov. 17 UNI 

Potential Division I or II  athlete? 

All prospective Division I and II athletes must register with the NCAA Clearing-

house to be eligible. More information about this registration process is available in 

the guidance office. The NCAA Clearinghouse charges a handling fee for this regis-

tration process. 

Registering for the selective service 

Male students who are 18 must register with the selective service within 30 days of 

turning 18, by law. Students can register online (www.sss.gov) at age 17 years, three 

months.  The information can be stored electronically and then registration will be 

done automatically on their 18th birthday. Students may register in the guidance of-

fice by making a 5-10 minute appointment with their counselor. 

Freshmen  harassment education 

WDHS believes all students have the right to be educated without being harassed by 

others. Therefore, all students at WDHS have gone through a harassment education 

program. Each year all freshmen are given guidelines on how to avoid problems with 

the issue of harassment or sexual harassment, what to do to report harassment situa-

tions and what is considered harassing behaviors. The freshman class had harassment 

education in their science classes during the month of September. 

PSAT/NMSQT 

The practice SAT and National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test will be given 

from 8:30-11:30 a.m. on Wednesday, Oct. 15 at WDHS.  This test is designed for 

students who are in the top 20-30% of the junior class.  They will be competing 

against the top juniors in the nation to qualify for the National Merit Scholarship.  

Top sophomores are encouraged to take the test this year as a practice run.  Please 

contact Becky in the Counseling Office to sign-up for this test and to pay the $14.00 

testing fee. 
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Counseling services at WDHS 

Please contact the Counseling Office @ 876-3442 with any questions: 

 Casey Bryant, Professional Counselor A-K (ext. 3006) 

 Carrie Edgin, Professional Counselor L-Z (ext. 3007) 

 Laura Foust, MS/WDHS Mental Health Counselor (ext. 3036) 

 Becky Gasper, Secretary (ext. 3005) 

 

Check out the Counseling Office website @   

www.wdhs.wdbqschools.org/?PageName='Guidance' 

Counseling Office  

Senior exit interviews 

All seniors have been invited and are encouraged to sign-up to see their counselor 

for a 10-15 minute senior exit interview. Important information is shared with sen-

iors regarding these topics: graduation requirements, transcripts, career search web 

sites, college web sites, college application process, college searches, financial aid 

process, scholarships, scholarship search process, etc. 

Scholarships 

The counseling office has numerous scholar-

ship information and/or applications available 

to seniors and some juniors. The complete list 

will be posted in the counseling office as they 

become available and also on the WDHS 

website under counseling office. Please have 

your student stop in periodically to check out 

this list.  

Alumni information 

Please contact Becky Gasper in the Counsel-

ing Office at 563-876-3442 ext. 3005 or 

email her at becky.gasper@wdbqschools.org 

if you are interested in posting pertinent in-

formation regarding upcoming class reunions 

on our Web page.   
 

Alumni, if you have had a change in name, 

marital status, address, phone number, etc., 

please contact the Counseling Office so that 

we can update our records.   

SAT (student assistance teams) 

Students who are struggling academically may be offered assistance from a team 

consisting of their teachers, counselor, principal and parent/guardian. This group 

would meet to produce an intervention plan to help the student improve. 

Driver’s education 

NICC will be offering an evening class in 

Peosta.  Class runs from 6:00-8:30 p.m. Oct. 6 

to Oct. 30 on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thurs-

days. 
 

Please contact Becky in the Counseling Office 

for a registration form.  Cost is $349.00. 

http://www.wdhs.wdbqschools.org/?PageName='Guidance'
mailto:becky.gasper@wdbqschools.org


October / November    Page 6 Senior News  

 

Activities Department  

College planning and financial 

aid night at WDHS 

There will be a financial aid information 

night at 6:00 p.m. Monday, Nov. 10, 2014 

at WDHS for all May 2015 graduates and 

their parents. Seniors and their parents are 

encouraged to attend this meeting. 

 

Graduation caps, gowns and 
announcements 

The Jostens rep will be meeting with the 

entire senior class during Bobcat Time 

(1:20-1:44 p.m.) on Tuesday, Oct. 21, 2014 

to discuss and pass out information regard-

ing the ordering of their 2015 class an-

nouncements, cap and gown and any addi-

tional memorabilia they would like to pur-

chase for graduation. 
 

Orders will be collected on Oct. 28, 2014 

during all lunch periods.  

           Graduation Date 

Graduation for the  

Class of 2015 will be on  

May 17, 2015 at 2:30 p.m. 

Senior Pictures 

Senior pictures are due 

Dec. 19, 2014 

College-career planning 

center 

The college–career planning center is 

located in the Counseling Office and is 

open from 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. dur-

ing the school year. This room is avail-

able for all seniors and their parents 

who would like to research and/or ap-

ply at colleges and apply for scholar-

ships. We have four computers that you 

may use and information on local col-

leges and special events that are hap-

pening. 

 

Now is your chance! 
BY JOHN HLUBEK, 7-12 GRADE ACTIVITIES DIRECTOR 

 

Have you been to a middle school or high school football game? If you have, chances are you enjoyed 

the new sound system. That system was purchased by the Western Dubuque Athletic Booster Club.  

The booster club also donated $20,000 for the digital sign out front of the high school. 

Our booster club has donated over $395,700 towards projects and equipment the last eight years that 

make Western Dubuque look top notch.  Listed below are those costs. 

Buchman Scoreboard  $54,000   Wrestling Mat   $10,600 

Buchman Concession Stand $50,000  FAT Timer-Track  $10,000 

Buchman Sound System               $45,000  Main Gym Stats Panel  $ 8,800 

Weight Room Updates  $42,000  Baseball Batting Cage  $ 7,000 

Buchman Bleacher Extension $36,000  Soccer Goals   $ 3,800 

Practice Field Irrigation  $30,000  Buchman Scoreboard Wrap $ 3,500 

Track Hurdles/High Jump Pit $23,000  Rainsuits & Bags-Girls Golf $ 3,400 

WDHS Digital Sign  $20,000  Baseball Safety Screens  $ 2,800 

Buchman Lights    $16,000  Coaches Room   $ 2,500 

Wrestling Mat Hoists  $12,700  Buchman Ticket Booth  $ 2,000 

FB Headsets/Endzone Camera $12,600  Total                $395,700 

 

If you want to be part of the booster club and all the great things they do for our kids now is your 

chance. For as little as $25, you can join the booster club with a basic membership. Please sign up to-

day. Make checks payable to Western Dubuque Booster Club, PO Box 48, Epworth, IA 52045. 

John Hlubek 

7-12 Activities Director 
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Activities  

Dancing their way to nationals 

BY GRACE PUTZ 

Kelly McAllister, head coach, and Kelley Jamison, assistant 

coach, have been preparing their dancers since June on a 

prize-winning jazz routine. The team had try-outs at the end 

of May and went to a UDA Camp to qualify for nationals. 

They placed third with their jazz routine and will be going 

to nationals in Orlando, Florida. Lauren Cordes, a sopho-

more on the varsity dance team, has been dancing for seven 

years. She said, “We have had our difficulties, but we are 

working very hard. We are determined to have a successful 

year. Our biggest challenge is dancing as a whole group.”  

 McAllister danced in high school for Beckman and 

continued to dance at Clarke University. When 

asked how she thought the team would do this sea-

son, she said, “The team has great potential to do 

very well this year. With hard work and dedication, 

I think we can reach our goal of top three at state 

this year.” 

The team is also selling raffle tickets to get them to 

nationals. They are selling four tickets to the Wis-

consin vs. Iowa football game Nov. 22 at Iowa. 

Tickets are $5 for one chance or $20 for five chanc-

es. The tickets include one parking pass. If you 

would like one, contact Kelly McAllister at 

kelly.wddance@gmail.com.              

Interview with Coach Hogan 

BY SYDNEY FANGMAN 

There are two teams for cheer—varsity and junior varsity. The 

teams come up with a cheer for each pep rally. One of their biggest 

cheers is for Homecoming. 

How long does it take to learn a single cheer? It depends on how 

long the cheer is. 

How many routines are learned a year? Four different cheers are 

learned each year. 

How many students participate in cheerleading? Twenty stu-

dents participate in the sport. 

Besides coaching cheerleading, what else do you do?  I also 

coach youth cheer and work as a full-time Sales Rep at Reinhart 

Foods. 

What is your favorite thing about coaching cheer? My favorite 

thing about cheer is the kids. 

 Why did you decide to start coaching cheerleading? I didn’t 

want the program to go away; once a cheerleader always a cheer-

leader. 

This year’s dance squad has high hopes for state this year.  Pictured 

left to right, front row: Katherine O’Connell (11), Kaitlin Sola (12), 

Catherine McCoy (12), Kristin Rondeau (11), Claire Nauman (11) 

and Amanda Coleman (10). Middle row: Emma Hoefer (10), Madi-

son Decker (10), Peyton Bennett (9), Lauren Cordes (10), Taylor 

Fishnick (10) and Raine Billmeyer (9). Back row: Coach McAllister, 

Katie  Buttikofer (9), MacKenzie Helle (10), Hope Massman (10), 

Audrey Welty (9) and Abby Crabtree (9). 

Bobcat Cheerleading 

This year’s varsity squad consists of Alexis Harder (11), Nichole Clemen 

(12), Daverbalus Clark (11), Larissa Morman (11), Athena Dorr-Hensen 

(12), Kayla Winandy (11), Sarah Walsh (12), Patricia Block (12) and Kate-

lynn Till (12).  The junior varsity squad members are Auna Allen (9), Em-

ma Steil (9), Maddie Hentges (10), Abby Hefel (10), Regann Rosalez (10), 

Meghan Boffeli (10), Michelle Stelken (9) and Miranda Bell (9). 

Pictured to the left, dance team member Catherine McCoy (12) performs for 

the crowd during the first pep rally of the year.  Above right, cheerleader 

Patricia Block (12) rouses the Bobcat crowd.   

mailto:kelly.wddance@gmail.com
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New auditorium 

BY NICOLE JACKSON AND BELLE NEUWOEHNER 

Last year was a busy year of construction and earning money for the new facilities. This year, the Fine Arts Department is enjoying 

the new facilities. The auditorium is built for sound; it is filled with new up-to-date features: digitally controlled lights, a stage, 800 

plus seating, a catwalk, extra practice rooms, a prop shop, a sound and theater rigging system and a full orchestra pit. 

Last year, the construction took up a portion of the parking lot. “I was surprised at how minimal amount of disruption it was,” said 

Principal Dave Hoeger. “The biggest disruption we had was really our parking lot, you know, and worry about trucks and lifts and 

everything driving around when kids were trying to get in and out of the parking lot.”  

With all the new features and equipment, there are rules and responsibilities. Some of these rules include: no food or drinks, no 

students are allowed on the mezzanine (the cat walks) or the upstairs storage rooms and no messing with the rigging, lights or 

sound systems. Hoeger commented, “I would be disappointed if someone wasn’t following the rules.” This year—and for many 

more years—let’s enjoy the incredible facilities that Western Dubuque has to offer.   

Art corner 
 

INTERVIEWS CONDUCTED BY LUELLA SOPPE 
 

This issue’s selection of art features Kayla Winandy’s plant pot  and Nellie Welsh’s 

“Cherry Blossom” teapot. Both artists filled out questionnaires on their pieces.  
 

Kayla Winandy (11) 
What inspired you? I got the idea for the engravings on the outside of the pot from tile work. It is not 

meant to be one form or have nice clean lines. It is meant to give your eye something to follow that you 

don’t get out of a plant pot or something with perfect geometric shapes. 
 

How long did it take you to make this piece? It took nearly a week and a half. 
 

What was the hardest part? I had a limited time to carve the lines into the pot. I had to make sure the clay was not to wet or else 

the pot would be deformed. If it is too dry, parts of the pot will chip off. It was hard to get what I wanted done in the time the clay 

allowed. 
 

Do you plan on pursuing a career in art? I would like to minor in art. 

Nellie Welsh (12) 
What inspired you? I love tea and flowers so I thought, why not combine them? 
 

How long did it take to make this piece? The piece took me probably three weeks with painting and 

everything. 
 

What was the hardest part? The hardest part was deciding how to make the cherry blossom. 
 

Do you plan on pursuing a career in 

art? I plan on keeping art a part of my 

life. 

PHOTOGRAPHS BY BEN RESSLER 

Pictured left: Monday’s winners for “Book Character Day.”  Above right: Tuesday’s winners for “Yesterday, 

Tomorrow, but Not Today.”  Pictured right: The Black Knight and King Arthur    (Caleb Huisman (11) and 

Cortney Glawe (11) show their school spirit on Tuesday’s dress-up day. 
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Bobcat band 

BY NICOLE JACKSON AND BELLE NEUWOEHNER 

This year the Western Dubuque Bobcat Band is going to 

Hawaii. They will represent the state of Iowa during the 

week of Dec. 3-9. They are planning to march in a pa-

rade, visit the Pearl Harbor Memorial and splash in the 

ocean. The marching band’s theme this year is the Amer-

ican Triumph. This music selection includes “The Natu-

ral Medley” by Randy Neuman, “The Darkest Day” by 

David Arnold, “Winter Soldier Medley” by Henry Jack-

man  and “Captain America” by Alan Silvestri. 

The Western Dubuque Bobcat Band and the choirs enjoy  

the new auditorium and music rooms. In addition, the 

band is looking forward to representing the state of Iowa 

in Hawaii. The new band room is great, and students are 

working hard. Everything in the new facility is much 

easier: practicing, 

setting up and play-

ing. The first com-

petition the band 

will play in will be 

held in Cedar Rapids 

on Oct. 4. 

Going for the kill 

BY MEGHAN SIGWARTH 

With it already being five 

weeks into the season, the 

volleyball girls have started 

the season off right. “We haven’t had the opportunity to 

play many games yet, but I’m hoping our strengths will 

show throughout the season,” says varsity volleyball 

coach Megan Scherrman. With Ashley Botsford (12), 

Payton Hilby (12) and Megan Maahs (11) as the team’s 

returning letterwinners for varsity, the team shows great 

promise. The junior varsity, sophomore and freshman 

teams are also performing very well. “Our biggest com-

petition this year will probably be West Delaware; we 

don’t know much about them, but they are usually a 

tough team,” stated Scherrman.  

If you would like to come and support our girls, the 

freshman typically start playing at 5:00 p.m., sophomore 

and junior varsity usually start at 6:00 p.m. and the varsi-

ty begins at 7:30 p.m. The freshman teams have a game 

at 5:30 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 2 against Dubuque Wahlert 

Catholic at home. The varsity team has a tournament 

Saturday, Oct. 4, hosted by Western Dubuque. Please 

come and show your support. Go Bobcats! 

A summary of Homecoming 2014  

BY SIERRA KATZENBURGER AND KATIE KRAMER 

Homecoming was held the week of Sept. 22-27. Dress-up days were 

one highlight of the week. Monday was “Book Character Day.” On 

this dress-up day, students were disguised as their favorite book 

characters. Tuesday’s theme was “Yesterday, Tomorrow, but Not 

Today.” People wore vintage or futuristic clothing. Some people 

even dressed up as infants or elderly women. On Wednesday, it was 

“Roll Out of Bed Day,” where people simply just rolled out of bed 

and came in their pajamas. Thursday was “America Day,” which 

means students wore red, white and blue, and for Friday, it was S-P-

I-R-I-T day! Everyone showed school spirit and how proud they are 

to be Bobcats! The freshman class decorated their hallway in the 

fashion of Dr. Seuss books. The sophomore theme was “Friday 

Night Lights.” The juniors created the settings from “The Wizard of 

Oz” and, last but not least, the seniors decided to transform their 

hallway into the world of “The Great Gatsby.” 

We interviewed Mr. Danner and he said, “The best part of home-

coming was bringing WD together and having school spirit, while 

still being academically strong. Also, we try to keep the good ideas 

and improve on them.” He said the freshmen should get involved 

and that it is an opportunity to meet with people and build school 

spirit. According to Mr. Danner, the worst part about Homecoming 

week is “the end.” Go Bobcats!  

    PHOTOGRAPH BY VICKI RECKER 

Congratulations to the 2014 Homecoming 

Court! 

This year’s female representatives included seniors (front row, pic-

tured left to right) Karley Crouse, Addie Koerperich, Payton Hilby, 

Lisa Greenwood, Mikaela Armstrong and Megan Lenane. The senior 

male representatives were (back row, pictured left to right) Caleb 

Ernzen, Andrew Oberbroeckling, Joey Maiers, Michael Kloster-

mann, Ben Burds, and Brady Tegeler.  
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Bad Friday 

BY GARRETT SCHROEDER 

Once again, in the now annual tradition of Black Friday, consumers wait anxiously for discounts on prod-

ucts that only occur one day of the year. As a large marketing scheme, this makes perfect sense to the 

companies who participate in it. For instance, Wal-Mart's net profit is boosted from roughly $14 to $19 

billion in the months following Black Friday, according to Wikipedia. Even more disturbing is the fact 

that businesses are opening earlier and earlier on Thanksgiving Day for this massive expenditure. Starting 

in 2011, Wal-Mart opened its doors at 10:00 p.m. on Thursday. More businesses are beginning to follow this trend; the earliest of 

which open at 8:00 p.m. Thanksgiving Day, according to US News. Thanksgiving is supposed to be a holiday in which families 

spend time with one another; yet, the holiday is quickly turning into an all-day shopping spree. In addition to this sobering fact, 

there is a noticeable rise in violence on Black Friday. Since its beginnings, starting in 1975, there have been seven deaths and 90 

documented injuries, according to the Black Friday Death Count website. Many of the deaths occurred when shoppers or employees 

were trampled by the hundreds of people rushing to buy products. In conclusion, Black Friday is a perfect example of large corpora-

tions attempting to take away the spirit of a great holiday in order to make a few extra dollars.       

Partner’s Club update 
 

BY LAURIE FALLON, SPECIAL EDUCATION INSTRUCTOR AND PARTNERS’ CLUB COORDINATOR 
 

The WDHS Partner’s Club has a lot of new and exciting things going on this year.  We have 50 members and are growing! What is 

Partner’s club? It is a part of Project Unify, which is linked with Special Olympics Iowa. It is a unique school-based program that 

pairs students with and without intellectual disabilities together so  members can  spend time together enjoying social, academic and 

recreation activities in the school and community. It provides opportunities to build student character, increase acceptance of 

“different abilities,” and develop leadership skills. Partner’s Club works very closely with volunteering to help with the Special 

Olympics team at Western Dubuque High School. One of the platforms of the Partner’s Club is the “Spread the Word to End the 

Word” campaign whose purpose is to raise awareness of the derogatory use of words as well as promote  “respect” for all peo-

ple. The WDHS Partner’s Club is also about changing attitudes of segregation and hate to attitudes of acceptance and respect.  Look 

for some great things to happen with the Partner’s Club this school year! 

Creative writing corner 
The Wall 

BY ZACHARY WERNER 

I couldn’t stand upon that wall, 

Even though I gave my all. 

My muscles burn from all my toils. 

The pain screams while blackness coils. 

And yet I still sit at the bottom, 

Trying to escape the freezing autumn. 

So leaves fall down upon my face, 

And cover the last of our dying race. 

I have lived a real good life, 

With three small children and a wife. 

I can go no more ‘cuz of the plague. 

All lights and sound are turning vague. 

So with that, humans take a bow. 

To mother nature, queen forever now. 

Senior spotlight: Sam Nauman 

INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY LINSEY HEFEL 

Are you involved in any extracurricular activities? Yes 

What are your plans for the future? To go to college 

What is your favorite thing about high school? Many new friends 

How was your first day of freshman year? Don’t quite remember 

What are three things about you that somebody might not know? I love super sad 

songs. I don’t have a favorite color. I have a YouTube channel. (I’m not saying the 

name.) 

What is your worst fear? Dying 

Who is your hero? Yo-Yo Ma 

What is your biggest achievement in life so far? 3-time All-Stater on cello 

What is your favorite food? Ice cream 

Do you have any hobbies, and what are they? Golfing 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_Friday_(shopping
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Trying trimesters? 

BY CARLEIGH WICKHAM AND RACHEL ORMORD 

 

Western Dubuque High School is interested in 

implementing a trimester schedule. In fact, 

they have been looking into this since last year. 

Trimesters are a lot different than the A/B days 

that the students have right now. With a tri-

mester schedule, students would have three 

terms instead of two. This means that, for each 

trimester, the students would have the same six 

classes every day instead of every other day. 

Trimesters also last 60 days, rather than 90. 

We asked some teachers and students for their 

opinion about the possibility of having tri-

mesters. Special education teacher Dan 

Doyle’s opinion on trimesters is undecided. He 

said, “It changes the schedule and might affect 

some of the things I teach, but there would be 

more options for the students to take extra clas-

ses.” Everyone has their own opinion on tri-

mesters, both pros and cons. Science teacher, 

Karl Stubben said, “I am excited about offering 

new classes that have never been offered, but 

there is a chance that the second trimester will 

be harder for teachers.” The students’ opinions 

are a bit different. Some students do not like 

the idea of trimesters, such as Meghan Sig-

warth (9). She said, “I think teens will get 

stressed out because there may possibly be 

more homework, and you have a shorter 

amount of time to get it done. It might cause 

even more stress for the people who have after- 

school activities. I do like the idea of more 

classes though.” Another student, Isabelle 

Neuwoehner (11) said, “I think that it would be 

complicated for certain people to change their 

schedule, especially the juniors because they 

would have to change their schedules for just 

one year.”  Principal Dave Hoeger said, “I 

think it offers a lot of opportunities in student’s 

schedules; however, I am losing the flexibility 

to put classes where I would like to.” An infor-

mational meeting will be held prior to the end 

of January. At this time, the school board will 

lay out the class offerings, homework guide-

lines, academic performance seen in trimester 

schools and graduation requirements, in addi-

tion to answering other questions. Following 

this public meeting, the board will make a de-

cision on whether to switch to the trimester 

schedule for the 2015-16 school year. If the 

public meeting cannot be held before the end 

of January, it will be delayed until March 

2015.  Following this March 2015 public meet-

ing, if trimesters are selected, the School Board 

will take action to start using a trimester sched-

ule for the 2016-17 school year.  

Senior spotlight: Nichole Clemen 

INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY KATELYNN TILL 

How long have you been going to Western 

Dubuque? I have been going to Western 

Dubuque since I was in kindergarten. 
 

Favorite high school memory? My favorite 

high school memory was Homecoming week 

freshman year; a couple of seniors did the bin-

go game in the middle of the gym for a dress 

up day. Also, the times our basketball teams 

have gone to state. 
 

Advice for upcoming seniors? Just because 

you’re a senior doesn’t mean you have to be 

mean to the underclassmen. Don’t slack on 

credits. Just because you can have four opens 

doesn’t mean you should take them all. 
 

Funniest memory of high school? Going to the Olive Garden with the cheer-

leaders and Trisha Block wearing a bib, or Katelynn Till and my Walmart en-

deavor. 
 

Future plans after high school? I plan to attend NICC and get my Radiologi-

cal Technicians Degree. 
 

Favorite class/activity you were in? My favorite class would probably be Eng-

lish during my sophomore year. My favorite activity would probably be Student 

Council. 
 

Where do you plan to be in 10 years? I plan to be working in a hospital and 

hopefully [I will be] married with kids. Who knows? 
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Senior spotlight: Yazil Zepeda 

INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY LINSEY HEFEL 

Are you involved in any extra-curricular 

activities? Yes, I am in Partner’s Club because 

my sister and some friends recommended it to 

me. 
 

What are your plans for the future? I am 

going to college to become a vet. 
 

What is your favorite memory about high 

school? Homecoming with my friends 
 

How was your first day of school freshman 

year? It was tough. The school was very big, 

and I was small. 
 

What is your worst fear? Spiders 
 

Who are your heroes? My parents 
 

What is your biggest achievement from high school? The art show and being 

a senior 
 

What is your favorite food? Chinese. It’s really good. 
 

Do you have any hobbies? I like to draw, take my dog out for a walk and just 

hang out. 
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Book review: “Fahrenheit 451” 

BY ZACHARY WERNER 

 

 

 

 

From the beginning of Ray Bradbury’s “Fahrenheit 451” to its 

inevitable culmination, the pages are burning, literally. In this 

excellent book, set in the near dystopian future, our main char-

acter, a man named Montag, is a fireman. However, firemen in 

this future don’t fight fires; they start them. If that sounds up-

side-down, then the fact that they burn any and all books could 

make anyone’s head spin. A future without books may seem 

nice to some, but Bradbury explains that it is anything but. In 

the picture he paints, Bradbury imagines that everyone is an 

intellectual equal, able to stare at a television screen all day like 

Montag’s wife, Mildred. Yet, there is always hope among the 

burning cinders, although you will have to read the book to find 

out.  

Student reviews 

A film review of “As Above So Be-

low” 

BY BRAYDEN DOUGLAS 

When the main character Scarlett, a thrill-seeking 

archeologist, discovers the location of the elusive 

Philosopher’s Stone, she goes to Paris to try and 

find it. Along the way she gathers a group of peo-

ple that will help her on the adventure. Accompanying her is her 

old friend George, her cameraman Benji and three “tour guides” 

named Papillon, Souxie and Zed. Together they go down into the 

catacombs below France, which contains the bodies of about 

6,000,000 people. The group’s “tour guides” lead them into a part 

of the catacombs which is normally off-limits. While in the cata-

combs, the group experiences a strange phenomenon, leaving them 

trapped underground. Forced to go deeper, the group keeps on 

discovering the horrifying truth behind the catacombs and the se-

cret of the philosopher’s stone. 
 

I felt that the movie was very original and contained a variety of 

developed characters. The plot twist was very interesting and un-

expected. I would recommend this movie to anyone who likes 

scary movies and is fond of small spaces. However, this movie is 

rated R and is not for the faint of heart or suitable for all ages. 

Overall, this was a great movie. 

 

 
 

Film review of “Guardians of the Galaxy”  

BY HALEY MURRAY 

Chris Pratt brings the character of 

Peter Quill, or Star Lord, to life 

in a big way. Peter, a bounty 

hunter who was taken away from 

his home at a young age, travels 

the stars in search of rare objects 

that can land him major money. 

One job he takes throws his life 

out of the norm and into the ra-

ther dangerous side of the galaxy. 

A strange metal orb (that I 

thought was just some kind of 

outer space baseball) turns out to be so much more. Unbe-

knownst to the danger that he is carrying in his pocket, Peter 

tries to sell the orb, but instead he is blindsided by double at-

tacks. This is how three new characters are introduced into the 

movie. You have Gamora (Zoe Saldana), a trained killer who I 

loved mainly because she can handle herself in a duel. Next 

there is a smart-mouthed raccoon, Rocket, that will have a 

meltdown if you call him vermin. Bradley Cooper lends his 

voice to the character, and with his smart remarks and hints of 

sass, he had me laughing almost every time Rocket opened his 

mouth. Alongside Rocket is one of the largest characters in 

the film, but, at the same time, one of the quietest. His name is 

Groot (Vin Diesel), and although his vocabulary is small, his 

heart is huge. Diesel’s character may only say a few words, 

but Groot was my favorite character through the whole story.  

The four unlikely friends are all arrested and taken to a prison 

in deep space where yet another character is introduced. Drax 

the destroyer, a huge convict who has a grudge against the 

villainous Ronan the Accuser (Lee Pace), learns of an escape 

plan that Peter and the others are cooking up and wants in. 

Who could say no to Drax? Well, they do say no. However, 

one does not simply say no to a revenge-crazed alien. Life 

doesn’t work that way. So, with the four characters intro-

duced, the plot takes a large turn that had me flailing my arms 

wildly around in the theater. After this edge-of-my-seat scene, 

the heroes are separated from one another, and Peter finds 

himself at the end of his boss’s weapon. Using his quick 

thinking, Peter saves himself and Gamora from death by con-

vincing his boss that he will earn more money helping defeat 

Ronan rather than killing him. The action—and my heart 

beat—picked up as the final fight unfolded. Overall, this was a 

very enjoyable movie, and I recommend seeing it if you want 

a fast-paced action film with good laughs, awesome characters 

and solid mix tapes.      
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Bobcats to perform “The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe” 

BY HANNAH ELLIS 

With winter comes the White Witch, with spring comes Aslan, and with fall comes the Western Dubuque High School’s play pro-

duction. This year, Western Dubuque’s Drama Department presents an adaption of C.S. Lewis’s “The Lion, the Witch and the Ward-

robe”! When Lucy Pevensie, played by Shannon Heims (9), finds a door in the back of her uncle’s wardrobe, the adventure begins. 

Join Lucy, Edmund, played by Dylan Gadberry (9), Peter, played by Zack Werner (12), and Susan, played by Jayde Gartner (12), as 

they embark on a quest to save Narnia from the White Witch, played by Haley MacInerny (11). Mrs. Bowles, head director says, 

“This is going to be an amazing show that has comedy, drama, action and portrays the bonds that exist within a family truly are the 

strongest.” This production, which is made possible by 40 students and two directors, will take place in WDHS’s brand new state-of-

the-art auditorium. Bowles says, “We wanted a play that would showcase the technical aspects of our beautiful new auditorium … 

The set creation and technical design will be very involved this year and will begin right away.” So, come out and join Western 

Dubuque’s Drama Department as they perform “The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe” at 7:00 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 14, at 7:00 

p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 15 and at 2:00 p.m. on Sunday, Nov. 16. “This show will allow us all to escape reality for a moment and 

remember the magic that resides in our hearts,” says Bowles. “It’s a family friendly show that everyone can fall in love with.”       

Halloween Hoot 

BY LEXI RECKER 

Halloween is coming up quickly. You know what that means—costumes, candy and lots of scares. 

It’s also time for Western Dubuque’s Halloween Hoot! Want to have some real fun? Send your 

friends to the jail. Later on, 5th Avenue will perform “Addams Family” and “Smooth Criminal,” and 

the Aristocrats will be performing “Ghostbusters” and “Sweet Dreams.” After that, both choirs will 

come together to perform “Thriller.” Everybody loves Halloween, so come have some fun!  

H a l l owe e n  H o o t   
S a t u r d a y ,  O c t o b e r  2 5 t h   

@  W e s t e r n  D u b u q u e  H S  
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =  

A d m i s s i o n  -  $ 3 . 0 0  

Tickets—3 for $1  or  20 for  $5  

Carnival for Kids of All  Ages :  
3:00 –  7 :30 PM  

Games, Activities & Fun!! 

Haunted House:   
3:00 –  5 :00 PM (Light Fr ight)  

5:30 –  7 :30 PM (Spookfest)  

Visit the Creatures that Lurk our Halls… 

Hay Rides:   3:00 –  7 :30 PM  

Safe From the Ghouls…or is it?.… 

Soup Supper:   3:00 –  7 :30 PM  
Hot From the Cauldron… 

Costume Contest at 7:30 PM!!  

Aristocats & 5 t h  Avenue:   8 PM 
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                 October 

 20 No School - Professional   

           Development 
     

Looking Ahead 
 

December 

 23 1-Hour Early Dismissal -  

            End of 2nd Quarter/End of 

            1st Semester   

24-31 No School (Winter Break) 

January 

 1-2 No School (Winter Break) 

 5 No School - Professional  

           Development  

 6 2nd Semester Begins 

      

The policies of the Western Dubuque County Community School District 

shall provide educational programs, activities, and employment practices 

which do not discriminate on the basis of age, color, creed, national 

origin, race, religion, marital status, gender, sexual orientation, gender 

identity, socioeconomic status, physical or mental ability or disability. 

The Western Dubuque County Community School District is an Equal 

Employment Opportunity/Affirmative Action employer.Any person having 

inquiries about this statement, please contact Tina Brestrup, Equity Coor-

dinator, 563-744-3885 x 6010, or  tina.brestrup@wdbqschools.org 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

November 

       4  Parent/Teacher Conferences 

  (4:30 - 8:00 p.m.) 

      6 Parent/Teacher Conferences 

  (4:30 - 8:00 p.m.) 

      7   No School (Teacher-Comp Day) 

26-28  No School (Thanksgiving Holiday) 

 

Congratulations to this 

year’s Homecoming King 

Andrew Oberbroeckling 

and Homecoming Queen 

Mikaela Armstrong 
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